
Katie’s Book Recommendation For Entering Grades 7-8 

The Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier (JYA AUXIER) 

Irish orphans Molly, fourteen, and Kip, ten, travel to England to work as servants in a crumbling manor house where nothing is quite 
what it seems to be, and soon the siblings are confronted by a mysterious stranger and secrets of the cursed house. 

Anya’s Ghost by Vera Brosgol (YA COMICS BROSGOL) 

Anya, embarrassed by her Russian immigrant family and self-conscious about her body, has given up on fitting in at school but falling 
down a well and making friends with the ghost there just may be worse. 

Heap House by Edward Carey  (YA CAREY) 

Young Clod is an Iremonger. He lives in at Heap House, his family's mansion at the center of the Heaps, a vast sea of lost and discarded 
items whose ever-shifting masses have been known to swallow people alive. The Iremongers are an odd old family, each the owner of 
a Birth Object they must keep with them at all times. Clod is perhaps the oddest of all--his gift and his curse is that he can hear all of 
the objects of Heap House whispering. Yes, a storm is brewing over Heap House. The Iremongers are growing restless and the house's 
many objects are showing strange signs of life. Clod is on the cusp of being 'trousered' and married off (unhappily) to his cousin 
Pinalippy when he meets the plucky orphan servant Lucy Pennant, with whose help he begins to uncover the dark secrets of his 
family's empire. 

Heist Society by Ally Carter (YA CARTER) 

A group of teenagers uses their combined talents to re-steal several priceless paintings and save fifteen-year-old Kat Bishop's father, 
himself an international art thief, from a vengeful collector. 

Ruby Redfort: Look Into My Eyes by Lauren Child (JYA CHILD) 

Thirteen-year-old Ruby, a genius code-cracker and daring detective, gets an anonymous call setting a challenge that leads her to the 
headquarters of Spectrum, a highly secret anti-crime agency that needs her help to crack a code, but soon Ruby uncovers dastardly 
plans of the Fool's Gold Gang. 

Michael Vey: the prisoner of cell 25 by Richard Paul Evans (YA EVANS) 

To everyone at Meridian High School, fourteen-year-old Michael Vey is nothing special, just the kid who has Tourette's syndrome. But 
in truth, Michael is extremely special--he has electric powers. Michael thinks he is unique until he discovers that a cheerleader named 
Taylor has the same mysterious powers. With the help of Michael's friend, Ostin, the three of them set out to discover how Michael 
and Taylor ended up with their abilities, and their investigation soon brings them to the attention of a powerful group who wants to 
control the electric teens--and through them, the world. 

The Last Dragonslayer by Jasper Fforde (YA FFORDE) 

As magic fades from the world, Jennifer Strange is having trouble keeping her magician employment agency business afloat, until she 
begins having visions that foretell the death of the last dragon and the coming of Big Magic. 

The Thief Lord by Cornelia Funke (JYA FUNKE) 

Two brothers, having run away from the aunt who plans to adopt the younger one, are sought by a detective hired by their aunt, but 
they have found shelter with--and protection from--Venice's "Thief Lord.” 

The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman (JYA GAIMAN) 

After the grisly murder of his entire family, a toddler wanders into a graveyard where the ghosts and other supernatural residents 
agree to raise him as one of their own. 

 



Dead End in Norvelt by Jack Gantos (YA GANTOS) 

In the historic town of Norvelt, Pennsylvania, twelve-year-old Jack Gantos spends the summer of 1962 grounded for various offenses 
until he is assigned to help an elderly neighbor with a most unusual chore involving the newly dead, molten wax, twisted promises, Girl 
Scout cookies, underage driving, lessons from history, typewriting, and countless bloody noses. 

The Honest Truth by Dan Gemeinhart (JYA GEMEINHART) 

A boy named Mark, tired of being sick with cancer, conceives a plan to climb Mount Rainier, and runs away from home with his dog, 
Beau--but with over two hundred miles between him and his goal, and only anger at his situation to drive him on nothing will be easy, 
and only his best friend, Jessie, suspects where he is heading. 

SilverFin: A James Bond Adventure by Charlie Higson (YA HIGSON) 

This prequel to the adventures of James Bond, 007, introduces us to the young James when he's just started boarding school in England 
and is about to become involved in his first adventure. 

The Glass Sentence by S.E. Grove (YA GROVE) 

In 1891, in a world transformed by 1799's Great Disruption--when all of the continents were flung into different time periods--thirteen-
year-old Sophia Tims and her friend Theo go in search of Sophia's uncle, Shadrack Elli, Boston's foremost cartologer, who has been 
kidnapped. 

Page by Paige by Laura Lee Gulledge (YA COMICS GULLEDGE) 

When Paige Turner and her family move to New York City from rural Virginia, she tries to make sense of her new life through her 
sketchbook, and it helps bring her true personality into the open, a process that is equal parts terrifying and rewarding. 

Seraphina by Rachel Hartman (YA HARTMAN) 

In a world where dragons and humans coexist in an uneasy truce and dragons can assume human form, Seraphina, whose mother died 
giving birth to her, grapples with her own identity amid magical secrets and royal scandals, while she struggles to accept and develop 
her extraordinary musical talents. 

Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz (YA HOROWITZ) 

After the death of the uncle who had been his guardian, fourteen-year-old Alex Rider is coerced to continue his uncle's dangerous work 
for Britain's intelligence agency, MI6. 

The summer I saved the world…in 65 days by Michelle Weber Hurwitz(YA HURWITZ) 

Inspired by her late grandmother, thirteen-year-old Nina spends a summer secretly doing good deeds for her neighbors 
and enjoying the changes she brings about, even as she is dealing with changing friendships and family issues. 

 

Mark of the Dragonfly by Jaleigh Johnson (JYA JOHNSON) 

Since her father's death in a factory in the Dragonfly territories, thirteen-year-old Piper has eked out a living as a scrapper in Merrow 
Kingdom, but the arrival of a mysterious girl sends her on a dangerous journey to distant lands. 

The Story of Owen: dragon slayer of Trondheim by E.K. Johnston (JYA JOHNSTON) 

In an alternate world where industrialization has caused many species of carbon-eating dragons to thrive, Owen, a slayer being trained 
by his famous father and aunt, and Siobahn, his bard, face a dragon infestation near their small town in Canada. 

 

 



Keeping the Castle by Patrice Kindl (YA KINDL) 

In order to support her family and maintain their ancient castle in Lesser Hoo, seventeen-year-old Althea bears the burden of finding a 
wealthy suitor who can remedy their financial problems. 

 

Enchanted by Alethea Kontis (YA KONTIS) 

When Sunday Woodcutter, the youngest sibling to sisters named for the other six days of the week, kisses an enchanted 
frog, he transforms back into Rumbold, the crown prince of Arilland--a man Sunday's family despises. 

The Friday Society by Adrienne Kress (YA KRESS) 

Cora, Nellie, and Michiko, teenaged assistants to three powerful men in Edwardian London, meet by chance at a ball that 
ends with the discovery of a murdered man, leading the three to work together to solve this and related crimes without 
drawing undue attention to themselves. 

Skulduggery Pleasant by Derek Landy (JYA LANDY) 

When twelve-year-old Stephanie inherits her weird uncle's estate, she must join forces with Skulduggery Pleasant, a 
skeleton mage, to save the world from the Faceless Ones. 

Death Cloud by Andrew Lane (YA LANE) 

In 1868, with his army officer father suddenly posted to India, and his mother mysteriously "unwell," fourteen-year-old 
Sherlock Holmes is sent to stay with his eccentric uncle and aunt in their vast house in Hampshire, where he uncovers his 
first murder and a diabolical villain. 

Fairest by Gail Carson Levine (YA LEVINE) 

In a land where beauty and singing are valued above all else, Aza eventually comes to reconcile her unconventional 
appearance and her magical voice, and learns to accept herself for who she truly is. 

Fantasy League by Mike Lupica (JYA LUPICA) 
 
In Los Angeles, twelve-year-old Charlie's skill at fantasy football gains the attention of both the local media and the 
owner of a professional football team. 

The Right Fight by Chris Lynch (JYA LYNCH) 

When the draft board calls on the eve of World War II, Roman leaves behind a career in minor-league baseball to join the 
army, and finds himself driving a tank in the North African campaign. 

Egg and Spoon by Gregory Maguire (YA MAGUIRE) 

An improverished Russian country girl Elena Rudina and the aristocratic Ekatrina meet and set in motion an escapade that 
includes mistaken identity, a monk locked in a tower, a prince traveling incognito, and the witch Baba Yaga. 

The Apothecary by Maile Meloy (JYA MELOY) 

Follows a fourteen-year-old American girl whose life unexpectedly transforms when she moves to London in 1952 and gets 
swept up in a race to save the world from nuclear war. 

 

 

 



Cinder by Marissa Meyer (YA MEYER) 

 
As plague ravages the overcrowded Earth, observed by a ruthless lunar people, Cinder, a gifted mechanic and cyborg, 
becomes involved with handsome Prince Kai and must uncover secrets about her past in order to protect the world in this 
futuristic take on the Cinderella story. 

 

Life As We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer (YA PFEFFER) 

 
Through journal entries sixteen-year-old Miranda describes her family's struggle to survive after a meteor hits the moon, 
causing worldwide tsunamis, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions. 

 

Echo by Pam Munoz Ryan (JYA RYAN) 

Lost in the Black Forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters and finds himself entwined in a prophecy, a promise, and a 
harmonica--and decades later three children, Friedrich in Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, and Ivy in California find 
themselves caught up in the same thread of destiny in the darkest days of the twentieth century, struggling to keep their 
families intact, and tied together by the music of the same harmonica. 

The Rithmatist by Brandon Sanderson (YA SANDERSON) 

As Wild Chalklings threaten the American Isles and Rithmatists are humanity's only defense, Joel can only watch as 
Rithmatist students learn the magical art that he would do anything to practice. 

Steelheart by Brandon Sanderson (YA SANDERSON) 

At age eight, David watched as his father was killed by an Epic, a human with superhuman powers, and now, ten years 
later, he joins the Reckoners--the only people who are trying to kill the Epics and end their tyranny. 

Bluefish by Pat Schmatz (YA SCHMATZ) 

Everything changes for thirteen-year-old Travis, a new student who is trying to hide his illiteracy, when he meets a sassy 
classmate with her own secrets and a remarkable teacher. 

Okay For Now by Gary D. Schmidt (JYA SCHMIDT) 

As a fourteen-year-old who just moved to a new town, with no friends, an abusive father, and a louse for an older 
brother, Doug Swieteck has all the stats stacked against him until he finds an ally in Lil Spicer--a fiery young lady. 
Together, they find a safe haven in the local library, inspiration in learning about the plates of John James Audubon's 
birds, and a hilarious adventure on a Broadway stage. 

The Port Chicago 50: Disaster, Mutiny, and the Fight for Civil Rights by Steve Sheinkin  

(YA NONFIC 940.5453 SHE) 

 
Presents an account of the 1944 civil rights protest involving hundreds of African-American Navy servicemen who were 
unjustly charged with mutiny for refusing to work in unsafe conditions after the deadly Port Chicago explosion. 

 

 

 

 



The Swap by Megan Shull (JYA SHULL) 

When seventh-grader Ellie, who is having best-friend problems, and eighth-grader Jack, who is under tremendous 
pressure from his father, switch bodies and lives, they learn a great deal about themselves and the opposite sex. 

Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloane (JYA SLOANE) 

 
Twelve-year-old genius and outsider Willow Chance must figure out how to connect with other people and find a 
surrogate family for herself after her parents are killed in a car accident. 

 

Geek Girl by Holly Smale (YA SMALE) 

When she is accidentally discovered by a modeling agent, fifteen-year-old Harriet jumps at the chance to transform 
herself from a geek to a fashion model. 

The Geography of You and Me by Jennifer E. Smith (YA SMITH) 

Sparks fly when sixteen-year-old Lucy Patterson and seventeen-year-old Owen Buckley meet on an elevator rendered 
useless by a New York City blackout. Soon after, the two teenagers leave the city, but as they travel farther away from 
each other geographically, they stay connected emotionally, in this story set over the course of one yea 

Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick (JYA SONNENBLICK) 

 
When his younger brother is diagnosed with leukemia, thirteen-year-old Steven tries to deal with his complicated 
emotions, his school life, and his desire to support his family. 

 

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli (YA SPINELLI) 

 
In this story about the perils of popularity, the courage of nonconformity, and the thrill of first love, an eccentric student 
named Stargirl changes Mica High School forever. 

 

The Screaming Staircase by Jonathan Stroud (JYA STROUD) 

Follows three young operatives of a Psychic Detection Agency as they battle an epidemic of ghosts in London. Includes 
glossary. 

The Accidental Highwayman: being the tale of Kit Bristol, his horse Midnight, a mysterious 
princess, and sundry magical persons besides  
 

 by Ben Tripp (YA TRIPP) 

In eighteenth-century England, young Christopher "Kit" Bristol unwittingly takes on the task of his dead master, notorious 
highwayman Whistling Jack, who pledged a fairy he would rescue feisty Princess Morgana from an arranged marriage with 
King George III. 

The time-travelling fashionista by Bianca Turetsky (JYA TURETSKY) 

Twelve-year-old Louise Lambert accepts an invitation to a private sale of vintage clothing but upon donning an evening 
gown, she finds herself in 1912 aboard the Titanic as the gown's original owner, silent film star Alice Baxter. 

 



Popular: a memoir: vintage wisdom for a modern geek  by Maya Van Wagenen 

(YA NON FIC 155.533 WAG) 

Documents a high school student's year-long attempt to change her social status from that of a misfit to a member of the 
"in" crowd. Before starting eighth grade, she decides to begin a unique social experiment: spend the school year following 
a 1950s popularity guide, written by former teen model Betty Cornell. 

Uglies by Scott Westerfeld (YA WESTERFELD) 

 
Just before their sixteenth birthdays, when they will will be transformed into beauties whose only job is to have a great 
time, Tally's best friend runs away and Tally must find her and turn her in, or never become pretty at all. 

 

The Shadow Hero by Gene Luen Yang (YA COMICS YANG) 

In the comics boom of the 1940s, a legend was born: the Green Turtle. He solved crimes and fought injustice just like the 
other comics characters. But this mysterious masked crusader was hiding something more than your run-of-the-mill secret 
identity ; The Green Turtle was the first Asian American super hero. The comic had a short run before lapsing into 
obscurity, but Gene Luen Yang has revived this character in Shadow Hero, a new graphic novel that creates an origin 
story for the Green Turtle. 

Elsewhere by Gabrielle Zevin (YA ZEVIN) 

After fifteen-year-old Liz Hall is hit by a taxi and killed, she finds herself in a place that is both like and unlike Earth, 
where she must adjust to her new status and figure out how to "live." 

 

 


